Nydia Santiago Neal      	
nsantiagoneal@gmail.com 			    2017 Copernicus Ct. Escondido, CA 92026   951-500-5101
Certification and Licensure
American Board of Genetic Counselors	      		                                                         2011-Present
Licensed Genetic Counselor, licensed in all states currently requiring licensure 


Education
California State University, Northridge, Northridge, CA 	
Master of Science in Genetic Counseling						                       August 2009 

California Polytechnic State University, Pomona, Pomona, CA
Bachelor of Science in Biology                                                                                                             June 2006
Language 
Spanish native fluency: bi-literate, bi-lingual. Routinely provide genetic counseling and patient education in Spanish, including translation and cultural adaptation of materials.

Work Experience
Myriad Genetics- Remote Employee	                                 			June 2017- Present
· Provided pre- and post-test genetic counseling and education for prenatal, hereditary cancer, and pharmacogenomic testing.
· Assisted with ongoing research as needed. 
· Developed and led a training program for Spanish-speaking genetic counselors, including best practices for culturally responsive patient interactions. 
· Certified Spanish translator; contributed to the translation and adaptation of patient-facing educational tools.
· Managed and organized monthly journal club meetings and clinical content for 3 hereditary cancer genes. 
· Supervised genetic counseling student interns, provided job shadowing opportunities, delivered educational presentations, and mentored prospective genetic counseling students.
University of Maryland University College Adjunct Faculty   	                          August 2015- April 2017
· Delivered comprehensive lessons for courses in human genetics, biology, and other life sciences, including laboratory practicum. 
· Developed and implemented effective teaching strategies which incorporated computer technology into lessons in order to make lessons more interactive, interesting, and useful.
· Maintained student records, attendance, and other documentation.
UCSD Medical Center                                                                                               April 2011- March 2014
Prenatal & Cancer Genetic counseling
· Provided prenatal genetic counseling in both English and Spanish for high-risk pregnancies, including cases involving abnormal screenings, advanced maternal age, fetal anomalies, family history of genetic conditions, or psychiatric disorders.
· Delivered cancer genetic counseling for individuals at increased risk for hereditary cancer syndromes in a comprehensive oncology setting.
· Performed full-spectrum genetic counseling tasks including pedigree construction, risk assessment, patient education, psychosocial support, and provider communication for both prenatal and cancer cases.
· Supervised genetic counseling interns and undergraduate students in clinical and educational settings.
· Delivered genetics lectures to medical fellows as part of interdisciplinary education.
· Participated in bi-monthly case conferences and presented clinical cases and emerging topics in genetics.
Ambry Genetics	                                                        June 2009- April 2011
0. Provided accurate technical and clinical information about testing offered.  
0. Ensure all samples received are appropriate as well as marked accurately.  
0. Worked in conjunction with the technical director, medical director to provide accurate result interpretation while reporting all test results.  
0. Participated in launching new molecular genetic tests. Specifically, hereditary cancer panels. 
0. Training of new genetic test for clients as well as Ambry employees.
0. Conducted classes in genetic for medical technology students.
0. Client services liaison

California State University, Northridge	                                   September 2007 - December 2007
 Teaching Associate: General Biology Lab
· Presented topics in biology.
· Explained and supervised laboratory experiments.
· Graded assignments, papers, and lab reports.

Volunteer Experience

Southern California Genetic Counselors Education Co-Chair                                                  2024-Present
Organized and facilitated monthly virtual webinars to support the educational needs of the organization. Responsibilities included planning, scheduling, collaborating with guest speakers, managing technical aspects, and engaging participants to ensure a high-quality learning experience. 

Southern California Genetic Counselors DEI&J Chair                                                              2021-2023
Helped develop community outreach program that coordinated presentations about genetic counseling as a career option to community college and high school students. Also, developed and managed a monthly webinar series that offered continuing education for members. 

UCLA Genetic Counseling student Mentor                                                                                  2022-2023

Minority Professionals Genetic Network Mentor							2020-2022
Mentored prospective genetic counseling students and newly graduated genetic counselors

ThinkGenetic. Content writer 									2015-2016  
Completed content regarding genetic diseases for an online webpage whose goal is empowering the lay person about genetics. 
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